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to press upon a considerable surface of the brain, may give rise consecutively 
to chronic inflammation of its substance or to that particular disorganization 
which has been denominated ramollissement. 

Ihc aneurism itself may terminate either by a spontaneous cure, the sac be¬ 
coming obliterated and converted into a solid tumour of more or less ma<rnitude 
or from a rupture of the sac, an extravasation of blood may take place within 
the cram urn or within the substance of the brain, and give rise to all the phe¬ 
nomena ol apoplexy, or to paralysis ot certain muscles; or in consequence of 
the irritation, of the brain resulting from the aneurism, or indirectly produce d bv 
it, inflammation of that organ may take place, or a change, as we have remarked 
may occur in its organization. 

Aneurisms within the cranium arc most commonly sooner or later destructive 
to life, or impair permanently the functions of certain organs. Of the cases of 
the disease which have been observed, oiie instance only is recorded, in which 
a natural cure took place and the patient’s health was completely restored, while 
six are stated to have terminated in rupture of the sac and the production of 
apoplectic symptoms. 

1 o the dissertation is appended an interesting table presenting a brief con* 
spectus of the cases of aneurism of the arteries of the brain, described by dif¬ 
ferent writers, together with the more important of the facts which have been 
noted in relation to them. D # p # q 
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A Hew nf the Disease of the Human Ear . By Julius Lobethal. 

With the different diseases to which the human car is liable, we are as vet 
imperfectly acquainted. Of the true character of several of the morbid states 
of the internal portions of the organ, we arc unable to judge during the lift: 
of the patient, and even after death an examination of the affected parts is at¬ 
tended with considerable difficulty. It is to these circumstances that we are in 
^■eat measure to attribute the comparatively slight attention which many of the 
diseases of the internal ear have received. The pathology of the auditory organ 
is, nevertheless, a subject of very great importance, and demands a full ami 
satisfactory investigation on the part of those who possess the requisite talent* 
and opportunities. 

The work before us, while it presents a very accurate summary of the exist¬ 
ing facts in relation to the more prominent affections of the organ of hearing, in 
the collection of which, the author has exhibited great industry, adds nothing 
whatever to our previous amount of knowledge. As the production of a stu¬ 
dent it deserves, nevertheless, unqualified praise. 

The first disease treated of is, of course, inflammation of the ear. The symp¬ 
toms laid down by the author as diagnostic of this disease, are those peculiar 
to the more acute and aggravated cases of inflammation seated within the cavi¬ 
ty of the tympanum. In the cases of ordinary occurrence many of the symp¬ 
toms ho describes arc often wanting, while others occasionally present them¬ 
selves, which he has neglected to enumerate. 

“Otitis, he remarks, is indicated by an ardent, pulsating, tensive, and lancinat¬ 
ing pain in the affected car, with fever, for the most part intense; a full, hard 
and frequent pulse, cephalalgia anti a sense of constriction in the head, in¬ 
quietude, great anxiety and watchfulness; frequently delirium; cold extremitit" 
fainting, and torpor ol the limbs. There is a ringing in the ears with an obtus 
or morbidly acute sense of hearing. Sometimes the fauces about the orifices of 
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the E“siachean lubes, the tonsils, teeth, and even the brain itself become lil- ra • 
affected. There is some diversify in iI.p cvmnmmc u ™ me likewi.se 
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cause the destruction of all the surrounding parts. J f * ty,n P anum ’ and 
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’ occiput. In some instances both general and local blood-letting will 
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be demanded, and we may remark that there is no case in which wc can with 
propriety dispense with the free application of leeches behind and around the 
ear. The other antiphlogistic remedies are to be resorted to according to the 
circumstances of each attack. If the disease lias been preceded by suppressed 
hemorrhage, or by the sudden disappearance of any disease of the skin, we are 
directed to employ means adapted to cause their restoration. As local reme. 
dies after blood-letting, injections into the car of milk and water, of a decoction 
of mallows or other mucilaginous fluid, together with anodyne fomentations and 
poultices externally applied, are recommended. The steam from a decoction 
of narcotic herbs may likewise be directed into the meatus by means of a funnel. 
The application of mecurial ointment to the mastoid process has been supi 
posed beneficial in some cases of otitis; blisters behind the car or to the hack 
of the neck arc very generally recommended, while some physicians direct 
them to be applied also to the wrists and ancles, which is no doubt proper in 
all violent cases of the disease. To keep the patient perfectly still and in a 
room of a moderate but even temperature, as well as to guard him as much as 
possible from every species of noise, is so evidently proper as scarcely to require 
notice. 

When it is found that a resolution of the inflammation cannot be effected, Inn 
that suppuration is about to take place, we are advised by our author to endeav¬ 
our to promote the speedy formation of pus and cause its prompt discharge, so 
that injury to the internal structure of the ear, or the formation of a fouF and 
chronic ulcer may, if possible, be prevented. 

To this end emollient poultices are to be applied to the affected ear, the 
vapour of warm water directed into the external meatus, or we may introduce 
into the latter tepid water and honey, small portions of fresh lard, or some tepid 
mucilaginous fluid. Occasionally the pus is discharged by the Eustachcac 
tubes, to promote which, gargles are to be employed, or the fumes of tobacco 
may be drawn into the mouth, and by closing the lips and nostrils forced by an 
effort at expiration into the orifices of the tubes. Generally, however, the pus 
perforates the meinbranum tympani, and is discharged by the external meatus. 
The author very properly remarks that to wait until a spontaneous perforation 
of the membrane takes place, very generally endangers the hearing, for the pus 
accumulating within the tympanum produces such extensive injury previously 
to finding a passage externally, as to destroy permanently the functions of the 
organ. To prevent which the membrane should be artificially punctured ns 
soon as possible after the formation of pus. The operation is trifling cf 
itself, and while it gives a free exit to the matter, does not in the least impair 
the hearing. 

In regard to the purulent discharge from the ear that so frequently succeeds 
to inflammation of that organ, especially when the disease has been neglected 
or badly managed in its earlier stages, and which is one of the most obstinate 
and troublesome affections the physician is called upon to treat, the author di¬ 
rects the ear to be kept constantly clean by a cautious use of injections, at first 
of some mild tepid fluid, and subsequently of a slightly astringent wash. A 
great number of injections have been recommended for this purpose, such as 
tepid water, honey and water, infusion of chamomile flowers, the juice of me 
with vinegar or tincture of myrrh; and when astringents become proper, lime 
water, solution of corrosive sublimate, of white vitriol, of verdigris, of carbo¬ 
nate of potass (an ounce to a pint of water,) decoction of tlic leaves of the ni- 
mex acetosolca, one part to six of honey of roses or the juice of houscleek. 
To them may be beneficially conjoined derivatives, blisters, setons, purgatives 
and warm coverings to the ear. 

Injections into the meatus, however, are to be employed, we are told, in pu¬ 
rulent otorrhcea, only with the greatest caution, as even the mildest of them 
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when rashly resorted to are liable to «di«p * o-aa _ „ , 
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tion previously to the appearance of the latter, the tedious and dismistiim 0l 
torrhrea to which the disease gives rise, may in general be prevented": but whi n 
once established, its cure often baffles our utmost skill. 

According to M. Lobethal the first stage of catarrh of the car is to betreated 
by leeches, if the inflammation is of any extent, and by a moderately antiphlo- 
gistic regimen. In the second and third stages the same remedies are promt 
as were directed in suppuration of the ear succeeding to otitis, together with a 
properly regulated diet, and regimen, and light bitters, and tonics. 

I he chapter on sympathetic or Cerebral ottorrhcea is almost entirely copied 

r™ s . k *r(nte ties maladies de 1 'orcille et de P audition” published in ly*>i. 

The sections which treat on “foreign bodies in the ear” and on “otalgia ’* 
though extremely short, present very useful views in relation to those subjects. 

Almost two thirds of the work are devoted to a consideration of the morbid 
states of the auditory function; Dysoecia, Barvcccia and Cophosis. Under this 
head we discover nothing particularly interesting. The opinions, experience 
and directions of the more celebrated writers upon the diseases of hearing, arc! 
it is true, concisely, but accurately stated; no additional lia-ht, however is 
thrown upon the causes of defective and depraved audition, nor any more effec¬ 
tual means for their prevention and removal, than those with which we aru 
already acquainted. 

The concluding sections present some observations upon the humming ring- 
ing, singing, buzzing and other sounds so often experienced in the ear"either 
as a symptom of various affections of the organ itself, or of other parts, or in tin 
absence of any very apparent disease. D. p\ p 
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The Fourteenth Beport of the Polyclinic Institute of the University of Berlin, em¬ 
bracing theyearsfrom 1830 to 1831 , inclusive. By Dr. E. Osanx. 

The Polyclinic Institute of the Berlin University was established in lfilO. 
for the purpose, as well of affording medical and surgical aid to the poor, as to 
supply clinical instruction to students. Within the twenty-four years, tlur- 
mg " inch it has been in existence, the number of patients received into the in* 
stitution amounted to twenty-four thousand three hundred and twenty-four; 
affected with the following disease, namely: 

Fevers, o 439 

Inflammations, ------ 2034 

Diseases of the skin, - - - . - 1 930 

Nervous affections, ----- 3,000 

Chronic diseases of the respiratory organs, - - • 2,002 

Diseases of the digestive and assimilating organs, - 2,359 

Diseases of the genital and urinary organs, - - 831 

Dropsies, ------- 500 

Gout and rheumatism, ----- 770 

Scurvy and rickets, - 999 

Syphilitic affections, ----- 499 

Surgical diseases, - - - - - - 3,1 Cl 

Diseases of the eye, ----- 3,903 

Of these 21,321 cases, 17,025 were cured; 731 died, and the remainder were 
cither removed to other hospitals or continued under treatment. Besides the 
young physicians who attended the practice of the institution during the period 
above specified, the number of practitioners amounted to 894. The number of 


